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FOR ARA/DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARELLANO FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, OAS, HO, ES, IS 

SUBJ: ISRAELI AIRCRAFT SALES TO HONDURAS 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 691 

1 . AS YOU REQUESTED IN OUR RECENT CONVERSATION IN WASHINGTON. 

THE FOLLOWING IS A RECONSTRUCTION, BASED UPON EMBASSY FILES, OF 
ISRAELI SUPER MYSTERE SALES TO HONDURAS: 

-TEGUCIGALPA 31 16 OF JUNE 23, 1976, DESCRIBED EMBASSY CONCERN 
OVER IMBALANCE AMONG CENTRAL AMERICAN AIR FORCES CAUSED BY HON- 
DURAN PURCHASE OF EIGHT SUPER MYSTERES FROM ISRAEL; 

-TEGUCIGALPA 4882 OF OCTOBER 13, 1976, REPORTED THAT RELIABLE 
SOURCES INDICATED THE GOH PLANNED TO PURCHASE AN ADDITIONAL 
EIGHT SUPER MYSTERES; 

-ALMOST ONE YEAR LATER, STATE 183137 OF AUGUST 4, 1977, TOLD 
EMBASSY THAT USG HAD APPROVED AN ISRAELI 

REQUEST TO TRANSFER TWO ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT (NUMBERS NINE AND 
TEN AND ASKED EMBASSY TO COORDINATE WITH ISRAELI EMBASSY IN 
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TEGUCIGALPA IN OBTAINING TRANSFER ASSURANCES FROM GOH. (COMMENT: 
THIS WAS THE FIRST THAT EMBASSY KNEW OF GOI TRANSFER REQUEST. 
EMBASSY WAS NOT ASKED TO COMMENT ON PROPOSED SALE, ALTHOUGH SALE 
OF TWO MORE AIRCRAFT REPRESENTED A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 
CENTRAL AMERICAN CONTEXT. AS THERE IS NO ISRAELI EMBASSY IN 
TEGUCIGALPA, AND INASMUCH AS THE REQUEST HAD ALREADY BEEN 
APPROVED, THE TEXT OF PROPOSED TRANSFER ASSURANCES WERE GIVEN 
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DIRECTLY TO GOH.); AND 

-TEGUCIGALPA 4456 OF SEPTEMBER 22, 1977, TRANSMITTED TEXT OF 
GOH NOTE PROVIDING TRANSFER ASSURANCE TO USG FOR AIRCRAFT 
(NUMBERS NINE AND TEN). 

2. THE EMBASSY THEN RECEIVED BY POUCH (IN LATE NOVEMBER AND EARLY 
DECEMBER 1977) COPIES OF MEMOS DESCRIBING PLANS FOR THE SALE BY 
THE GOI OF TWO ADDITIONAL SUPER MYSTERES (APPARENTLY NUMBERS 
ELEVEN AND TWELVE). AGAIN, THIS WAS THE FIRST INDICATION EMBASSY 
HAD OF ANOTHER SALE. FIRST MEMO WAS FROM ARA/TODMAN TO PM/GELB, 
DRAFTED OCTOBER 26, 1977 BY D.C. JOHNSON. SECOND MEMO WAS AN 

S/S ACTION MEMORANDUM DATED NOVEMBER 10, 1977, FROM PM, ARA AND 
NEA TO THE SECRETARY. EMBASSY BELIEVED IT APPROPRIATE TO SUBMIT 
ITS VIEWS ON THIS MATTER AND DID SO IN TEGUCIGALPA 5746 OF DECEM- 
BER 8, 1977, ALTHOUGH IT WAS ASSUMED THAT THE SECRETARY HAD BY 
THEN PROBABLY ALREADY MADE A DECISION ON AIRCRAFT NUMBERS ELEVEN 
AND TWELVE. STATE 311063 OF DECEMBER 31, 1977, INFORMED THE EMBASSY 
THAT THE SECRETARY HAD IN FACT APPROVED AND PM DIRECTOR GELB IN- 
FORMED ISRAELIS OF "NO OBJECTIONS” TO GOI TRANSFER TO HONDURAS OF 
TWO MORE AIRCRAFT, IN ADDITION TO THE EIGHT TRANSFERRED IN 1976 
AND THE TWO TRANSFERRED IN MID-LATE 1977. 

3. AS A RESULT OF THIS LAST CABLE, MILITARY COMMANDER INFORMED CHIEF 

OF HONDURAS' ARMED FORCES, GENERAL POLICARPO PAZ, THAT U.S. HAD 
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NO OBJECTIONS TO SALE OF TWO ADDITIONAL SUPER MYSTERES AND THAT 
THE GOH SHOULD PROVIDE TRANSFER ASSURANCES, TAKING AS A MODEL THE 
FORMAT USED WITH THE PREVIOUS TWO AIRCRAFT. TEGUCIGALPA 691 OF 
FEBRUARY 7, 1978, REPORTED GENERAL PAZ' (SOMEWHAT PUZZLED) 

STATEMENT THAT HONDURAS WAS NOT PROCESSING THE PURCHASE OF TWO ADD- 
ITIONAL SUPER MYSTERES. 

4. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY HAD ASSUMED THE REQUEST FOR AIRCRAFT 
NUMBERS ELEVEN AND TWELVE WAS BASED UPON A REQUEST FROM THE GOI, 

AS NOTED REFTEL. WE HAVE, TO DATE, RECEIVED NO INFORMATION TO 
INDICATE THAT THE GOH AND GOI ARE DISCUSSING ANOTHER SALE, 

ALTHOUGH THIS CANNOT BE DISCOUNTED. IT ALSO SEEMS UNLIKELY TO US THAT 

ARA, PM, NEA AND ACDA PREPARED AN ACTION MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRE- 
TARY WITHOUT A FORMAL REQUEST FROM ISRAEL. THE EMBASSY WONDERS IF 
PERHAPS THE GOI HAS NOT MADE A REQUEST PRIOR TO APPROACHING THE GOH 
TO OFFER TWO MORE AIRCRAFT, BUT THAT, AS WELL AS OTHER QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THESE SALES, CAN BE ANSWERED ONLY IN WASHINGTON. 
JARAMILLO 
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